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|Plea for Safety 


On Capitol Hill 


A dual plea for the revival of the 
Independent Air Safety Board was | 
made by ALPA President David L. 
Behncke in appearances before the | 





—Press Assn. Photo 
House Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce Committee on January 29, 30, 
and 31, and the Senate Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce Committee 
Subcommittee on Aviation on Febru- 
ary 3 and 4. 





TWA Arbitration Ends in Unanimous Decision on January 2 





For 1947—-A New, 
Outlook for ALPA 


After a year of turbulent | 
transition and reconversion, a/| 
new year of bright prospects | 
and optimistic outlooks faced | 
the nation’s air line pilots and | 
the Air Line Pilots Association 
in January, as the old year gave | 
way to the new and a reversal of | 
the trends that characterized | 
1946, ALPA’s first full postwar | 
year, was already noticeable in | 
the still young days of 1947. 


There was little doubt that| # 
ALPA stood on the threshold | : 
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of a new era, an era of normalcy 
that the Association hadn’t| 
known since Pearl Harbor, and | 
all advance indications were that | 
1947 would be as normal as 1946 
and the preceding war years 
were abnormal. 

Culmination of the TWA Con- | 
stellation and Skymaster rates | 
of compensation dispute through | 
long-sought arbitration, which) 
highlighted Headquarters activi- 
ties during January, wiped many 
problems from the slate in one 
swoop, and the Association’s 
most formidable enemy was 
showing signs of possible disin- 








ALPA’s President delivered a col-| tegration with at least one of | gag 
orful, resounding plea for the safety | the larger members known to be 


(Continued on Page 4, Col. 1) | (Continued on Page 3, Col. 1) | =——.-slnitia an : eran eet aes nos me 


| 














—Acme Photo 
LA GUARDIA CRACK-UP Pestle stain 
names were kept 
off the fatality rolls of the year-end epidemic of air line crashes which 
took a staggering toll in lives, when skillful piloting belly-landed this 
TWA Boeing Stratoliner at New York’s LaGuardia Field after its land- 
ing gear mechanism failed to work. The crash landing occurred at the 
terminal end of a regular Chicago-New York flight on December 11. 
Pictured below is a close-up of the plane; squatting on the ground 
along the runway where it was deliberately landed in the soft dirt, 
while Captain G. C. Duvall (above right) and first officer L. R. Hincks, 
both of Local Council No. 25, TWA-Chicago, survey the damage to the 
plane. No one was injured in the crash—thanks to piloting skill rising 
once again to meet a crisis. 











Push Revival of | —AND NOTHING 
Air Safety Board | HAPPENED 


Our AA contract is now in the 

Initial steps toward revival of || process of mediation. If media- 
the Independent Air Safety| tion is unsuccessful, either side 
Board, which made the greatest | may request arbitration. If arbi- 


, . . : tration is accepted, that will end 
contribution to air safety in the|| it, but if we ced it and the 


history of the nation’s commer- || company refuses, our next RIGHT 
cial air lines only to be power-|| and DUTY is to take a strike 
politiced out of existence after a|| Vote: If we refuse to take this 


hort lifeti tak strike vote. we would be taking 
| Short litetime, were taken Ie-|| the .course of the WEAK and 
|cently as ALPA carried its fight |] DIVIDED. We could. of course, 
|for re-establishment of the po-|| ask the company “please.” 
|litically independent board to|| , 1 have a telegram dated May 
| Capitol Hill 2, 1931, from National Air Pilots 
P c - : Association (the air line pilots’ 
Led by ALPA President David |} organization at that time). It 
L. Behncke, who was conducting || 'e¢ds as follows: “N.A.P.A. pro- 
his third fight for the ALPA-in- || testing salary cuts vigorously. 
Mented board del ti f Of course, nothing happened. 
stigated board, a delegation 0 (We were being paid $166.00 
four pilots appeared before the || base pay. 5 cents for day and 
House Interstate and Foreign || 10 cents for night. That would be 
\ Commerce Committee investi-|| dite a nice salary for DC-4s, 6s, 
A gating air line crashes on Jan-| etc.). We took the cut and had 


: || to like it. Our organization was 
—Deets Ainodiation Passo |? 29, 30 and 31, followed by || weak with poor leadership. Soon 


: ; 2 _ |a similar appearance before the|| after, ALPA was born. 

AIR SAFETY DELEGA TES This was the pilot delegation, led by ALPA Presi-| Senate Commerce Subcommittee | The same thing can happen if 
: ’ dent David L. Behncke, which carried ALPA’s fight on Aviation on February 3 | we do not stick together and live 

for revival of an Independent Air Safety Board to Capitol Hill in appearances before the Senate Foreign Y || up to a law that was created for 

and Interstate Commerce Subcommittee on Aviation and the House Foreign and Interstate Commerce Com- and 4. || us (mostly by Dave Behncke) pe 

mittee, which are investigating air line crashes. The above photo was taken in the committee room of the In an eloquent plea for the|| for our protection, certainly not 

New House Office Building in Washington, D. C., on January 30. The four (I. to r.) are F. A. Spencer, | safety of the 7,000 pilots he rep-|| for the benefit of any air line 

of Local Council No. 39, AA-Chicago; R. N. Buck, of Local Council No. 2, TWA-New York; E. A. Cutrell, | company a 

of Local Council No. 22, AA-New York; and J. E. Wood, of Local Council No. 51, EAL-New York. - 
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THE AIR SAFETY DILEMMA 


Since the independent Air Safety Board was abolished on June 30, 
1940, sacrificed on the altar of power politics, there have been 634 
deaths and 108 injuries, or. a total of 742 casualties, on the air lines. 
During the life of the independent Air Safety Board, from August 22, 
1938, to June 30, 1940, the air line accidents and casualties were greatly 
reduced, and in domestic air line flying, during this time, for a period 
of approximately 17 months, there were no casualties—a world air safety 
record without parallel. 


Despite this splendid record, unparalleled in the annals of air line 
transportation, the independent Air Safety Board was eliminated by 
political dictatorship. It didn’t make any rhyme nor reason nor good 
common sense, but nevertheless that’s the way politics would have it, 
and that’s the way it was. 








There is often much clamoring against governmental agencies for 
inefficiency, bureacuracy, and being a haven for political “hanger- 
onners,” payrollers, and deadwood. Many times, what is charged is 
true, but with the independent Air Safety Board this federal agency 
turned in a record of performance that was above criticism and beyond 
the highest expectations. 


The former Air Safety Board eliminated air crashes and established 
the splendid air line safety record of no accidents for more than a year 
and a half. Nevertheless, the political faction took over and eliminated 
the Air Safety Board, and air line Se xesumed. Finally, during 
the months just passed, from April 24, 1946, to January 12, 1947, there 
were 25 accidents, resulting in 105 deaths and 11 injuries, for an over-all 
casualty list of 116. The public was aroused and the crash-scared air 
travelers emptied the seats on the air lines. 


The Air Line Pilots Association observed rather tiredly and with 
considerable boredom: now there will be still another cycle of investi- 
| gations, charges and counter-charges, procrastinations and side-stepping 
of the real air safety issues, and very little will be done, and then we 
will go on to the next cycle of air crashes. 


The political air line regulatory bureaucrats swarmed to Capitol 


Hill and blamed everybody and everything but themselves—the air lines, | 
Everyone came in| 


the air line pilots, the government, the Congress. 
for a good slice of blame and criticism for the epidemic of air crashes 
with the exception of the regulatory agency bureaucrats themselves. 


Yes, these bureaucrats were well stocked with red herrings—any- 
thing and everything to direct attention away from themselves and 
their own shortcomings, BUT THEY FAILED TO POINT OUT THAT 
THEY MADE THE REGULATIONS UNDER WHICH THE AIR- 
CRAFT WERE OPERATING WHEN ACCIDENTS OCCURRED. 


The air line pilots went to Washington and told the House and 
Senate investigating committees the simple truth about the whole situa- 
tion and laid down a simple and effective course that if followed would 


solve unmistakably the air crash dilemma, which, in a few words, was, | 


stop chasing rainbows—give us sufficient of the already proven aids to 
air navigation, including properly lighted airports, approach lights, and 
other aids already service tested and proven practical, and, above all, 
give us back the independent Air Safety Board. 

Developing and maintaining air safety is something that can’t be 
accomplished by any spectacular flash-in-the-pan maneuver. It will 
take years of earnest effort and hard work to establish real air safety. 
The air line pilots said to the congressional investigators—the re-estab- 
lishment of the independent Air Safety Board is the answer. 

The bureaucrats didn’t like the Association’s testimony, and imme- 
diately threats were made as to how they would retaliate. Soon, the 
following appeared in print: 

“The Air Line Pilots Association has ignored repeated invitations 
to submit comments to the Civil Aeronautics Board on safety matters 
and other subjects, CAB Chairman James M. Landis told an Aviator 
Writers Association dinner in Washington February 5. Indicating that 
he was incensed over recent statements by ALPA President David L. 
Behncke implying that CAB has not given sufficient weight to ALPA 
viewpoints, Landis said that time after time the union has been urged 
to give its opinions, but that nothing had ever happened. This was the 
only statement put on record by the CAB chairman in an otherwise off- 
the-record talk.” 

THE AIR LINE PILOTS’ ANSWER IS: We shall be happy to 
examine the record for public consumption and reveal how many air 
safety recommendations were actually made to the federal regulatory 
agency and what was actually done about each. How many still repose 
in CAA pigeonholes and how many have been acted upon will be inter- 
esting. The outcome of this will have an atmosphere-cleaning effect 
and will keep the record straight. But to say that no air safety recom- 
mendations were made reveals one of two things—a colossal disregard 
of the truth, or a lack of knowledge within the federal regulatory agency 
of what is actually going on. 

The air lines came forth before the federal legislative investigation 
committee and as usual added little of great weight on the side of air 
safety. Generally speaking, they opposed the re-establishment of the 
Air Safety Board. There was one exception, and that was W. A. Patter- 
son, President of United Air Lines, who said: 

“You can’t audit your own books. Hence, investigation of air crashes 
and recommendations to eliminate them ought to come from sources 


other than the agency which makes the regulations and the department 
that enforces them.” 


An air insurance company representative came before the congres- 
sional investigators and talked about psychology and seniority affecting 


IR LINE PILOT 


| Burbank, Calif. 




















‘Should Auld Acquaintance Be F orgov 











By CHUCK “Winchell” sotscH| Those “DiDees” 
urbank, C ‘Must Go Through 


a | By JOHN R. BRONS 
| F-L-A-S-H! “Should Auld Ac-/| Council No. 10—PAA 


| quaintance Be Forgot and Ne’er | Miami, Fla. 
| Brought to Mind!” Yes, 1946 has 
|faded into the misty realm of | 
|memories, and its passing has| 
|found many names of air line 
| pilots added to our “In Con- 
|stant Memorium” column. No, 
| we shall never forget them, and 
|we fervently hope that the new 
year will bring forth new equip- 
ment, methods, techniques, and 


“Neither rain nor snow nor 
black of night————.” 

The post office ?—No! 

The air line pilots?—No! 

You’re all wrong, gentlemen. 
I mean that Diaper Service. 

Never have I seen such super- 
men who complete 99 and 4/100 
per cent of their schedules and 


| ingenuity within the aviation in-|do it within 15 minutes of their 
| dustry to avert the repetition of | ETA. ; 
| the tragedies of 1946. These “DiDee’” men show a 


| 


| Sell American 

| The bubble has burst! AA felt 
the leveling off of the postwar 
era with a jolt that has (or 
should) set all of us to thinking. 
|Due to light loads, it became 
|necessary to curtail schedules 
and release 150 co-pilots, of 
which 27 were at the Los An- 
i base. It was necessary to 
release many fine men who, we 
| felt, had a brilliant future ahead 
|with American, and it is hoped 
| that the present situation will be 
|of a temporary nature and that 
many of these boys will return. 
However, the present does not 
look too rosy, and the dreams 
|of all the air line executives in 
| the country are in a state of re- 
|vision. Once again the pilots 
|}must carry the ball and sell the 
| public as they did in the “thir- 
| ties.” Mr. and Mrs. Passenger 
| will not take the rough handling 
| they received during war years. 
|The damage inflicted by improp- 
|er handling, poor food, insult- 
|ing reservations people, misin- 
| formation, accidents, and missed 
|connections are not readily for- 
| gotten. We must put forth our 
| effort, too, in this period ahead. 
|The passengers want to see the 
| pilots, chat with them, ask them 
| questions, and pour out their 
|troubles and problems—so, by 
|personal contact, as much as 


| safety and practicability will 


complete disregard for published 
holidays and turn a cool eye on 
such convulsions of nature as 
hurricanes and floods. “The 
diapers must go through” is 
their motto. And, brother, if 
you’re like I am, you’d rather 
see that ‘“DiDee’ man _ than 
money from home. And so, the 
next time you’re pushing throt- 
tles on Christmas, New Year’s 
or Yom Kippur, think—think of 
that, “DiDee” man. 
The Working Press 

During recent weeks your lo- 
cal editor has been prone to cast 
snide remarks regarding the air 
line pilots and their union. At 
this point, one need not turn 
apologist on behalf of the union. 
Reminisce a bit in the last 
decade and recall a few activities 
of the Newspaper Guild. The 
shoe was very definitely on the 
other foot then. 
Trivia 

Your Miami correspondent re- 
cently returned from a vacation, 
which largely consisted of a tour 
of Gulf States. He is now con- 
sidering publishing several 
books, more or less in competi- 
tion with Duncan Hines, the 
tourist’s epicure. They will be 
entitled: “Where NOT to Eat,” 
“Where NOT to Sleep,” and 
Where NOT to Have Your Car 
Repaired.” 

A general exodus of tourists 
from the MacFadden-Deauville 
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| safety, and carefully avoided recommending in favor of the independent 
| Air Safety Board, a recommendation he made previously on numerous 
| occasions. 


Many others testified, but none with the directness and sledge-ham- 
mer effectiveness that was necessary to get something done to increase 
| air safety. Vagueness, confusion, cross-purposes, and indecision appeared 
|to be the mixture dished up for the Congressional Air Safety Investi- 
| gating Committee by everyone except the air line pilots, who fly the 
| equipment. 


Yes, they all testified, and two bills for the re-establishment of the 
| Air, Safety Board have been introduced: One in the House, H. R. 1540, 
by Rep. Carl Hinshaw (R., Calif.), and one in the Senate, S. 269, by 
Senator Pat McCarran (D., Nev.). These bills are identical measures. 
If they are passed, they will go far to eliminate air line accidents. Of 
that there can be no doubt, and they will save many hundreds of human 
lives.: They will, if passed, prove the greatest possible boon on the 
profit side of the air line industry’s financial ledgers. These two bills, 
if passed, will put our country’s air lines so far out in front, both domes- 
tically and internationally, in air commerce, that we will nevar have to 
worry about foreign air line competition. 


These bills will, if passed, spell death and elimination to a large 
part of the civil air regulatory bureaucracy and will save Uncle Sam 
untold millions of dollars. These bills, if passed, will do much to elimi- 
nate politics from air line transportation and civil aviation, in which 
it is presently so extensively and hopelessly involved. Yes, these meas- 
ures will do all these things, but there is a mighty big “but.” Before 
these things can be accomplished, these bills must be passed, and the 
air line pilots predict that these measures will be opposed by practically 
everyone in the air line industry and in the federal regulatory agency 
thereof, except the air line pilots, who fly the equipment. 


Factionalism is already shaping up. The financial interests are 
bound to be bulwarked by their bevy of ax-grinders, hanger-ons, and 
political puppets in a selfish attempt to sidétrack, bury and kill the only 


guarantee to safety in air travel with the assistance of federal pay-roll 
bureaucrats. 


Support and staunch support will come from the interests with 
purely unselfish motives: the men who fly the planes, the people in the 
industry who think, public-spirited publishers, and above all the air 


flying public whose silent protests have already been registered in empty 
plane seats. 


oe safety of the public is at stake and public opinion is on the 
side of the air line pilots in their resolute battle for greater air safety 
which will be made possible with the passage of H. R. 1540 and S. 269. 


_ This is a fight to the finish with no turning back, spearheaded by the 
air line pilots and impartial air safety-minded interests who have but one 
goal: the establishment and maintenance of. the greatest possible degree of 
air safety which is essential to a secure future for the air line industry—a 
goal which can never be attained through the present setup of political sub- 
servience with the CAB Safety Bureau playing “Little Sir Echo” to the CAB. 





—David L. Behncke. 











Su Constant Memorinn 


“To fly West my friend, is a flight we 

all must take for a final check.” 
Active Duty Air Corps 

Allen, K. N.—AA; meant? Ye Eugene C.— 





H. T.—AA; Darby, & 
Davis, Wm. E. — Continental; 

Albert B.—EAL; Folkers, 
Braniff; Greenlee, Robert L. — UAL; 
Herndon, Thomas—UAL; Jackson, Walter 
— A; McDowell, H. C. UAL; 
Mitchell, Hewitt F.—Colonial; 
Charles—EAL; Nagel, 
nent; H 

son, WA; Roth, Paul F. — 
EAL; Shafer, George H. — TWA; Skell 

H. J.—AA; Trewek, J. M.—AA. as 


Active Duty Naval Reserve 


— LL: 
Mostoller, 
John—Mid-Conti- 


Jones, John Paul—EAL; Knudson, Max 
— TWA; Roscoe, Thomas M. — L; 
Sparboe, Jerome H. — NW: Williams, 


Roy W.—EAL 


_ Active Duty Marine Corps 
Kimball, Walter F.—TWA 


Active 


Accidental 
Adams, John 
—UAL; 
Ss. B.— 
Barrett, 
John M., 


B.—UAL; Anderson, 
Andert, Paul A.—UAL 
PCA; *Bamberger, T. 
Joseph C 


Lloyd 
; Antonio. 
A 


; Beindorf, C. 
,» L. A. — Panagra; 
AL; Bliven, L. H. — 
° AL; Bogen, 
AE; Bohnet, Frederick L. — 
, ;. Bont- 
M.—UAL; Borchers, 
PAA; Bowen, J. E. — T ; Bowen, 
Lewis L. — BA; Brandon, James L. — 
> *Brand, io 
Francis W.—AA; 


Bucher, C. L.— 
dent *Bullis, R. L.—PAA; Burks, J. A 
Carpenter, Bayard A.—AA; Chamberlain, 
Cassius B.—NW; Christian, |. J., Jr.— 
NWA; Clark, F. N.—Continental; Clay- 
- — C&S; Cohn, Hanley G. 
» D. C.—UAL; Cooper, D. |. 
—AA; Cope, Alonzo — Marine Airways; 
*Cox, Floyd—Ludington. 

Dace, Frank E.—WAL; Dally, Benjamin 
H.—TWA-ICD; Davis, Alfred W.—UAL; 
Davis, Douglas—EAL; DeCesare, Frank— 


Panagra; De Cesaro, Joseph G.—UAL; 
iltz, H. C.—TWA; Dietz, Stuart G.— 
EAL; Dietze, R. H. — ; Dixon, An- 
drew, Jr. — DAL; Dryer, Dale F. — AA; 


Dunn, S. M.—Panagra; Dyjak, R. J.— 


A. 

Eitner, R. G.—AA; Elzey, Robert M.— 
PAA; *Enger, G. E.—NWA. 

Fey, Howard—UAL; Fields, Glenn T.— 
AA; *Fisher, John F.—NW; Fortner, W. 
F.—EAL; Fuller, Ray E.—AA. 

Gambee, H. T.—TWA; Gay, R. A.—AA; 
Gardner, Gordon W. — Panagra; Gentry, 
J. N.—PAA; George, Hal—TWA; *Gill, 
D._ N.—TWA-ICD; Gillette, 


EAL; Hallgren, W. A.—AA; Hart, John 
F. — NW; Hedenquist, W. A. — A; 
Herndon, J. T. — UAL; Hill, George W. 
A; Holbrook, Clyde M.—AA; Holsen- 
beck, W. M.—PAA; Holstrom, A. E.— 
TWA; Howell, P. P.—TWA; Hunt, E.— 
AA — Inman, Rodger R. — TWA-ICD; 
Inman, W. B. — EAL; Ireland, Baxter 
- — Continental; Jackson, W. — TWA; 
Jameiller, Stanley E. — CAL; Jamieson, 
Ww. L.—! " s, H. H.—P Jones, 
Lloyd E. — UAL; Jesselyn, John — PCA; 
——UAL; Judd, 0. K. % 

“Kelley, R. A., Jr.—EAL; Kelsey, H. J. 
—AA; Kincanon, Ted N.—AA; King, G. 
B.—PAA; King, J. 0. — EAL; Komdat, 
A. C.—EAL; Kroeger, J. H.—PAA. .. . 
Lamb, Charles S.—UAL; Lewis, Harry C. 
A; Livermore, Joe — NW, Loeffler, 
Edward J. — WAL; Lucas, Al — WAS; 
ey Verne—Ludington; Lynn, John B. 


McAfee, William—PAA; McCauley, J. R. 
— AA; *McLaughlin, J. J. —AA; Me- 
Mickle, Harold—Panagra; Majors, R. R. 
—AA; Mallick, Forrest E.— : a- 
mer, Nick B.—NW; Marshal, Gerald V. 
—AA; Merrifield, Austin S.—UAL; Mar- 
Karl R.—NWA; Miller, B. 
ial; Pah Willard H. 
— 


» H. R. — TWA; Morgan, H. W. 
—PAA; Mossman, Russell C.—C&SAL. 
Neff. Harold—UAL: Noe, Earl J.—TWA: 
nore Raymond B. — NW; Nordbeck, 
H _ 


*Obri, Fred—PAA; *O’Brien, W. E.— 
PCA; Odell, M. T.—AA; *Olson, Ken- 
neth S.—NW; *Onsgard, Alden—NWA; 
Owens, Clifford P.—WAE. 

Parker, A. N.—TWA-ICD; Paschal, A.— 
PAA; ,. Charles F A; Perry, 
J. A.—EAL; Person, Addison G.—PAA; 
Pickup, Christopher V.—UAL; Pielemeier, 
Haro ° ; Potter, Norman W. — 
UAL; Proebstle, R. — N 


agra. 
Quale, R. J.—AA. 
, R. W.—UAL; Raley, R. 1.—NW; 
-—PCA; *Rhew, Jesse N. 
AA; eee 


m. J. Bz H ; 
Rousch, Chas. W.—NW; Rust, F. H.—AA, 
Salisbury, Hervey M. — TWA; Sandblom, 
J. V. P; Sandegren, Thomas E.—UAL; 
Sauceda, J. M.—PAA; Scott, P. T. W.— 
TWA; Scott, Philip C.—UAL; Scroggins, 
Lowell V. — PCA; Shank, Eugene S. — 
NWA; Sharpnack, J. W.—UAL; Sheets, 
Don K.—Panagra; Sherwood, George C. 
—WAE; Smith, G. E.—TWA; Smoot, C. 
H.—Braniff; Snowden, J. P.—TWA; Stil- 
ler, Harry A.—AA; J. E. Stroud—AA; 
Supple, Robert E.—Panagra. 

Tarrant, Harold R. — UAL; Terletzky, 
Leo—PAA; Thomas, L. E. — EAL: 
Thompson, A. R.—UAL; *Turbyne, Reb- 
ert—Panagra. 

Underwood Sanford L.—AA. 

Vance, Claire K. — UAL; Vanderbusch, 
R. E.—N 


Wagar, G. K.—UAL; Waldron, Joe—AA; 
; Wallace, Clyde 


WA; Pursley, c. 


Walker, M. A. — PAA; 

TWA *Wasil, Nicholas A.--TWA; 
Watkins, E. C.—AA; Weatherdon, Ed- 
win—AA; West -—NW; Whidd 


st, F. jen, 
R. G.—NEA; Wieselmayer, Otto—PAA; 
son, W. C.—AA; Williams, Wayne C. 
WA; Williamson, P. B.—EAL; Wor- 
then, J. A.—WW; *Wright, J. S.—TWA. 
Young, George E.—UAL. 


Zeier, Carl F.—C&SAL. 

Natural 

Blomgren, Lioyd 1.—AA; Chiappino, L. 
A-ICD; Cochran, Robert M. — 


UAL; Celton, Ray—UAL; Currier, G. L. 
— TWA; pi ony — CA; *Gambee, 


Swanson,  Axel—AA: T 
NWA; Wittenberg, F. E.— 


Inactive 
Anderline, 
Barr, Julius; 
Dean W.; Caldwell, 


E.; Shelton, 
me J, - L.; Stark, 
, Howard A.; Van 
jr.; Veblen, E. H.; 
2 arner, Roy; 


Whittemore, re 

Willey, Sidney L.; Zimmerman, 
Waiting List 

Brock, - S.; Clark W. H.; 

Daniel; Langmack, David F. 


Unemployed 
Downs, Lloyd; Hays, George L.; Keadle, 


Harry J 


Kiser 


Floyd E.; Miner, R. 1.; Rhiner, L. R. 
Honorary 

Brisbane, Arthur; Greene, Dr. Ralph; 

Kelly, Hon. Clyde; Rogers, Will. 


*Apprentice Member 
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THE AIR LINE PILOT Three 
ESSE 1 - oe e 9 
=a AT STRIFE'S END: UNANIMITY _ Snowbound Airport Digs Out in Storm’s Wake 
——-~- (Continued from Page 1, Col. 2) 
arent We ——— — THIS YOUNG AND AGGRES- 
ps on the verge of withdrawal from | SVE INDUSTRY.” 
wen, W. wd me. 14 Arbitration Points 
CASAL: Crux of Assault The fourteen specific points 
Fe The significance of these two| around which the case revolved 
» Walves factors was great because it WaS|and on which the arbitrators 
TAL: from these two central prob-| rendered a decision, all of them 
id- Conti lems, which formed the crux of | an outgrowth of questions raised 
Sage the opposition’s assault, that the|by the introduction of the 
us SOD majority of other ALPA prob-| larger, faster and more produc- 
7 lems stemmed during 1946. tive Constellation and Skymas- 
son, | Max The TWA arbitration, ajter aircraft into the commercial 
Williams, streamlined and overhauled ver-| air line equipment picture, were: 
| sion of the New York hearings| 1. What shall be first pilots’ 
“a in TWA case A-2219, was held| base, hourly, and mileage rates 
in Chicago from January 3, 1947, | of compensation for flying Doug- | | 
to January 16, 1947, and encom- | las Skymaster aircraft in domes- 
oes passed ten days of actual hear- | tic service? 
ag ings. 2. What shall be first pilots’ 
~ Beary Although as much ground was | base, hourly, and mileage rates 
Aer Tag covered in the arbitration as in| Of compensation for flying Doug- 
L; Bogen, the New York hearings, time al- | !a8 Skymaster aircraft in inter- | 
A; Bont lotments stipulated in the arbi- | 24tional service’ Pe 
os tration agreement necessarily|, 3- What shall be first pilots’ | 
“om made the case of an abbreviated | base, hourly, and mileage rates | 
m.—AA 1ature, which was reflected in = compensation for flying Lock- 
A: ‘Brown the number of exhibits presented | heed Constellation aircraft in 
1. Fred— mn both sides, as well as in the | domestic service? — 
wipes size of the completed record. 4. What shall be first pilots 
amberlain, j ‘ to the 3.465 base, hourly, and mileage rates} = 
i S— In rin gta 266 s hibit ot | of compensation for flying Lock- | ™ 
ef, BT. Se New York ‘Sue heed pie so aircraft in in- | — 
» Airways; 5 ; ‘ - ~ | ternational service? a, 
Benjamin ings in TWA case A-2219, the| ‘5° What shall be copilots’ | ts 
-—UAL; ten days of arbitration in Jan- f . | —Acme Photo 
oT UAL: lary resulted in the presentation spo Roce oy Rey oh econ Caught in the maws of a two-day blizzard that grounded all flights and blanketed its runways with 
ice. A f 37 exhibits by ALPA and the | ),, Skymaster aircraft in (a) 10 inches of snow, bulldozers were pressed into service at Chicago’s Municipal Airport to clear away the tons 
F. == AA: [WA pilots, and 92 exhibits by domestic and (b) international of snow that buried the field beneath heavy drifts on January 2 and 3. By opening the field’s heavy 
Post he company plus a total of eee traffic runways, normal service was resumed rapidly as soon as weather permitted regular scheduling of 
aert a 392 pages of testimony con- 8 Wh : ,| flights. The blizzard, which engulfed most of the midwestern and eastern states, rated among Chicago's 
enn T.— ia d in the official transcripts 6. What shall be copilots’ | worst, grounded planes and tied up air traffic on a widespread scale until snowbound airports were able 
pigeon perce ny 2 less in the ogare es hourly, and mileage rates |to dig themselves out. 
; A.—AA ant) “| of compensation for flying Lock- 
a; Gentry vate than those of the New : : . 
Morgan. A York hearings, but on a propor- | heed Constellation aircraft in 10. What shall be the rules in; there be final settlement of as- tional service shall be as follows: 
ox > gas ionate time element basis con- | cs — jand (b) interna-| international service for (a) trip|signment grievances and Inter-| First year first pilot, $925; sec- 
4H siderably more for the number | “Shall there be a monthly | °XPenses, (b) moving expenses, | continental Division grievance ond year, $950; third year, 
— TWA; yf days involved. pee eae we nt‘ily | (c) insurance benefits, (d) work-| cases between the first pilots| $975; fourth year, $1,000; fifth 
ey A ; tl Preemie ie r ° Avi yg een men’s compensation benefits, (e) | and the copilots and Transcon- | year, $1,025; sixth year, $1,050; 
HFisee ||" Over a month of intensive pre-| tonal service; ‘providing “that| Rent, (f) slemnesy and infty |fled with: the TWA AE Line| year and hereafter’ $1100" In 
gg to best the foregoing question is an-| PeDefits, ) sickness and injury | file e Line | year eaf 1,100. 
— TW hearing groundwork, which took | ©" : , benefits (g) international oper-| Pilots System Board of Adjust- | addition, a first pilot flying Lock- 
CAs Jones, the combined efforts of all of — on oy noo a What | ations allowance, (h) vaca-|ment and unsettled as of the| heed Constellation aircraft (and 
_—~ Sa Headquarters staff and many |S8ali be such monthly minimum | tions? time of the signing of this arbi-| Douglas Skymaster aircraft 
sey, 1H. J. |) TWA pilots, who came from all rates of compensation guaran-| “5, ‘oiai there be a rule on|tration agreement, growing out | flown interchangeably with Con- 
-;, Komdat, points of the world, all working | tee‘ me : : ‘mitati in inter-|Of grievances or out of the in-|stellation aircraft) in interna- 
<-. a “ : 8. What additional compensa-| flight time limitations in inter- | . Se x A . - 
, Harry C is one under the direction of} hall b id P ‘lots | National service; and if the fore-|terpretation or application of| tional service shall receive (1) 
ye AS ALPA President David L. Behn-|"0n sal’ be pat to — re going question ‘is answered in| @greements concerning rates of | $13.50 per hour for each hour 
dona B: |) cke, went into the preparation |@Ssigned to the company’s in-|% Oe nti hat shall such| Pay, rules, and working condi-| flown by him as a first pilot on 
uley, J._R. of the case which was docketed | ternational operation of Douglas 0 sealed taal it is not in|tions? such aircraft in excess of 900 
os, kf. || as National Mediation Board pre a aang vig op violation of federal law or regu-| 14. What shall be the com-|hours in any calendar year or 
Gerald V. case A-2240 Arb. at. _ ae seated on alent oF | ations? mencement date for payment of | (2) in the event such pilot has 
B. D.—AA The arbitration was originally | 9 ‘What school and qualifying| 12. Shall there be any change rates of pay determined by| been assigned to international 
"5 scheduled to be held in the U. S. monthly compensation shall be | in the bidding procedure relating award? service less than the full calen- 
-— VAT: customs Bldg., but after the| aig to first pilots and copilots|to international service; and if It is significant that ALPA|dar year but more than six cal- 
~CESAL. A pening day, was moved on Jan- , ete d “ _. ~|the foregoing question is an- gained in all classifications, some | endar months, $13.50 per hour 
i.—TWA: : assigned to the company’s in ; : th th d the arbi-| for each hour flown by him 
Nordbeck, lary 4 to the Masonic Temple ternational and domestic Doug- swered in the affirmative, what more an otners, an e arbi C ou 4 y as a 
2 where all subsequent hearings | ),, Skymaster and Lockheed |shall such change be? tration award definitely repre-| first pilot on such aircraft in ex- 
emeNWA: were held. Constellation operations? 13. In what manner shali|S¢Dted a step upward and for-|cess of 81.8 hours multiplied by 
; Noteworthy of the TWA arbi- i a : ward with the effect of establish- | the number of months or frac- 
ia) ean. tiation was the absence of air ‘ ae ing a precedent for rates of com- | tions thereof such pilot was as- 
SPA: sian A lle ag enigma pensation differentials based on| signed to international service 
Pursley, ©. 'WA—the first time in over a equipment productiveness. in such year.” 
ear that ALPA was not con- High Lights of Award Copilots Also Gain 
5, heap a: fronted at any hearing or con- | The high lights of the arbi-| Awarés for international co- 
Mi RLM: ference with the familiar figure- tration award, too lengthy in it- | pilots amount up to $520 month- 
FH AA. heads of the anti-pilot Airlines self to republish in its entirety | ly plus an additional $50 month- 
1 E—UAL: Negotiating Committee. in the AIR LINE PILOT because | ly for checking out as celestial 
; ‘Scroggins, The arbitration hearings were of space limitations, were: (1) | navigator, making a total pos- 
As’ Sheets, oncluded on January 16 and the Definite rates of compensation | sible increase of $120 monthly. 
= > inanimous decision of the three- |increases were awarded to both Another aspect of the award 
TWA stil: nan board was handed down on | first pilots and copilots of Con-/| affecting international pilots is 


; Terletzky, 
EAL: 


| January 


22, and made public 


fter five days of closed-session 





| 
| 


| 
j 


stellation and Skymaster air- 
craft in both domestic and inter- 


that foreign-based pilots will re- 



























: a ceive an international operation 
rbyne, Reb- IF doliberation. | national operations above that | station allowance which is to be 
fanderbusech, |) The award, proceedings and jawarded by the emergency|the same as for any other TWA 
diated | transcript of the evidence, taken * | board; (2) Provisions were made | employee. 
iiace, Clyde J} at the hearings, were certified | for settlement of grievances of} Members of the arbitration 
nerdon, Ed: |) DY the three arbitrators and filed long standing in TWA; and (3) | board which made the award 
Genet. | with the Clerk of the District | the pees vd of ne oon work- 

i Wayne ©. 1] Court of the United States for jing conditions on "es inter- | 7,..s40u04 a Pa 
SRL TWA. | the Northern District of Illinois, — operations which had | (Continued on Page 4, Col. 3) 
| pursuant to the arbitration | posed numerous problems were | 
‘iappino, t. J) 28reement, on the same day. | satisfactorily settled. IN APPRECIATION 
rtm a The decision was hailed in all | On international operations, || Dear Dave: 
A; Gambee, [/) (uarters as a prelude to the re- 4, | the arbitration award will actu- Our council has asked me to 
mieson, Le- § ) turn of good pilot-carrier rela- ‘* | ally raise the rates of compensa- || convey our appreciation for your 
‘Rk ejceAA: [tions on the air lines. In an- tion to the highest of any inter- || tireless efforts in the TWA arbi- 
WA ehelon | nouncing the decision Judge national pilots on earth. Interna- || tration proceedings. I am sure 
Tip—Delta; |/) Frank P. Swacker, the neutral tional pilots on both Skymaster || that all our membership knows 
a. “- — | appointee and also chairman of »| and Constellation aircraft, work- || *h@! — are always hon- 
the three-man panel which heard ing on an equipment inter- | “Gene ‘semen Oe om 
ford, Ted: |= the case, stated: changeability basis because of || from this ne who were in 
ia Drayton. “4 U J the nature of TWA’s overseas || Chi he ; 
‘Drayton, : A UNANIMOUS DECISION A ; J Chicago for the hearings brought 
fi, Oe IN A CASE OF SUCH COM- operations, will receive what|| back word of your tremendous 
ee 5 3 PLEXITY IS EXTREMELY /& could liberally be interpreted as|| energy and of the vast amount 
, bj, Moyes. RARE. IT WAS MADE POS- |; a fixed salary but is actually a|| of time and effort which you 
tone, J. J: [SIBLE BY THE UNUSUAL monthly flying hour guarantee || personally gave to the prepara- 
Hees 't.: J] DEGREE OF UNDERSTAND- based on 75 hours of  fiying|| tion of this. case and to all 
tyne, Hush 1 ING AND COOPERATION DIS- |; monthly. The board’s decision || eee eee eee eee apne. 
ioe ei PLAYED BY BOTH PARTIES —Acme Photo| On this issue, which was one of | ciation of what you have ‘ane 
in, Harry J: IN 10 DAYS OF HEARINGS ‘ the most vital of the 14 points || for the pilots in the past years 
AND DELIBERATIONS. I/SDPDQUBLE BUBBLE?’ _ Virtually two fuselages in one| upon which it rendered a de-|| and what you wish to do for 
shi: g WAS IMPRESSED BY THE lage of the Navy’s giant transport, the Lickehe aC. adam. cite ee, wae: them today. 
«By a a rt, Oo e on on, “ : 
“oe ge yh de Rho y has two complete decks adaptable either to passengers or cargo. Work- for _ po wreny Day pee . yd po grading Siew oe Noga 
r tk Oe SENTATIVES: IT AFFORDS A |<” at Burbank, Calif., where the finishing touches in the form of Constellation aircraft (and Sincerely yours, 

FIR ’ test equipment and special instruments were being put on it, peer D 1 - /s/ James H. Roe, Chairman 

fe. Satoh: M BASIS FOR CONTIN- | through two of the plane’s side hatches, one on each deck. The upper |DOuglas Skymaster aircraft Local Council No. 3, TWA 
» UED GOOD EMPLOYEE-MAN- | and lower decks are connected by spiral staircases, providing easy access | flown interchangeably with Con- Kansas City he 
" AGEMENT RELATIONS IN'to either. It was test flown at Lockheed Air Terminal, Burbank, Calif.|stellation aircraft) in interna- 
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She’s ‘Smile Girl of the Air’ 
OPTIMIST WEEK 








A Blot Erased 


(Continued from Page 3, Col. 5) 


NAZI ODDITY —IT 





were Captain R. N. Buck, of 
Local Council No. 2, TWA-New 
York, representing ALPA and 
the TWA pilots; Frank P. 
Swacker, the neutral appointee 
appointed by the National Medi- 
ation Board and chairman of the 
arbitration panel; and G. A. 
Spater, TWA attorney and the 


* | company’s representative. 
| Pilots Are Active 


ALPA’s case was presented by 
Attorney Willard H. McEwen, a 


-| specialist in cases involving the 


Railway Labor Act, and ALPA’s 


'| Washington representative, John 


M. Dickerman, while the com- 
pany’s legal staff consisted of 


“# | Leonard Moore, TWA attorney, 





—Acme Telephoto 

She’s the “Smile Girl of the Air!” That's the title bestowed upon 
pretty Jeanne Marie Baumer, age 23, who was selected from among a 
bevy of other beauties, all air line stewardesses, in a national contest 
sponsored by Optimist International. Here Miss Baumer exhibits the 
smile that outsmiled her competitors as lucky Russel F. Mayer, secre- 
tary-treasurer of Optimist International, plants a kiss on her cheek, 
a pleasing duty which we’d venture would make an optimist of anyone. 


Plea for Safety 


(Continued from Page 1, Col. 








{|on January 29 to outline the ac- 
|complishments and unparalleled 
1)|record of the old Independent 


dé te ee en ee ee oe 


reestablishment. 
sents and for the safety of the | 


: : : : | The pin he is wearing in the 
American air traveling public. | jeft lapel of his coat is one of | 


He is pictured in the accom-|the new ALPA pins, sparkling 
panying photo as he appeared/from the reflection caused by| 
before the House Interstate and|the flash bulb of the photo- 
Foreign Commerce Committee/| grapher’s camera. 
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%|TWA-Los Angeles; 
* | Spencer, of Local Council No. 39, 
| AA-Chicago. 


|and Potter Stewart. 


Pilots who played an active 


*| part in the preparation and pres- 


entation of the TWA arbitration 
case were R. N. Buck, K. C. Fair- 
child, and A. J. Michelson, of 
Local Council No. 2, TWA-New 
York; Chairman J. H. Roe, and 
D. W. Richwine, J. H. Imeson, 
K. M. Ruppenthal, and K. V. 
Kerr, of Local Council No. 3, 
TWA-Kansas City; Chairman 
W. C. Howard and C. D. Denk, 
W. J. Dugan, and W. F. Judd, of 
Local Council No. 24, TWA-In- 
ternational; Chairman L. M. 


| Williams, F. D. Voris, and S. D. 


Welsh, of Local Council No. 4, 
and F. A. 


In summarizing the results of | 
the arbitration and its signifi- 
cance, ALPA President David L. 
Behncke, who laid out, planned, 
and directed the presentation of 
the entire case, stated: 


“The outcome of the TWA 





January, 1947 © January. 


'S A JET ‘COPTER 


{ 





—Acme rhoto > 


An adaptation of jet propulsion to helicopters was one of the 


| oddest aeronautical projects being worked on by the Nazis at the end 


|of the war. 


Arrow (top) points to exhaust jet at tip of rotor blade 


which is being inspected at close range by Lt. James Cooperthwaite in 
|the bottom photo, taken at a recent three-day annual meeting of the 


| Institute of Aeronautical Science at 


Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 


lage of jet propulsion is not far distant, was one of the outstanding 





| features of the meeting. 





“The emergency board recom- 
mendations were so far ‘off the 
beam’ and so ridiculous that they 
actually defied interpretations. 
|These confused recommenda- 
| tions were a definite blot on the 
otherwise clean-cut, straightfor- 


|ward record of establishing air | 


arbitration proceedings, which | line pilots’ rates of compensation 
ended with the decision rendered | 2nd conditions of employment 


on January’ 22, 1947, is signifi- | 
cant in numerous different ways. | 
The most significant part of | 
these arbitration 
was that they had the effect of 
totally wiping out the confusing, | 
unacceptable and harmful back- 
ground of air line pilots’ rates of 


over a period of more than a 
decade. 


“To arbitrate any situation 


proceedings | like this after an emergency 
| board has rendered its recom- | 
unprecedented. 


mendations is 
| However, in this case it was ab- 


|solutely necessary because of | 


compensation, rules and working | the confused state that had been 
conditions concept promulgated | created by 
by the emergency board in TWA | Bushnell, Drs. John A. Lapp and 
Case A-2219. | William A. Leiserson who com- 

— | posed the emergency board. In 
|other words, if the TWA arbi- 





Judge George E.} 


MANNA FROM 
THE SKIES 
Like manna from the 
skies is this baled hay be- 
ing loaded aboard a plane 
for an unusual relief mis- 
sion—the feeding of a herd 
of cattle cut off from their 

food supply by a severe} 
| Colorado blizzard, imperil- 
ing a lot of steaks-on-the- | 
hoof, which in these days 
of meat shortages is tanta- 
mount to a minor catastro- 
phe. In the upper photo 
the hay is being loaded at 
Pueblo, Colo., to be dropped 
from a height of about 50 
feet to hungry cattle (be- 
low) marooned on a ranch | 
near Karval, Colo. They 
were unable to reach their 
food following icy blizzard 
which gripped the state 
because the ground is 
heavily covered with snow. 
Several tons of hay were 
dropped in the area, there- 
by saving the herd. Next 
time you're munching on a 
nice, tender, tasty steak, 
maybe it'll be thanks to the 
air age. The airplane is 
coming to occupy an im- 
portant niche in the scheme 
of things in the modern but | 
still expansive west where | 
distances are great and| 
surface transportation often 
unreliable and sometimes, 
as in this instance, impos- 
sible. Among the present | 
uses to which small planes 
are being put are rounding | 
up cattle. dusting and} 
spraying crops, planting of | 
grass in arid wastelands, | 
; and the running down of 
* coyotes which have long 

been the plague of western 
* ranchers. There are even 
several instances on record 
where a plane has doubled 
for the stork and _ that 


sure sign that the air age 
has come to the west and 
is there to stay. 


among other things is “ 


tration board decision accom- 
plished no other purpose than 
this, it would have been well 
worth the effort. 


“As far as the decision itself 
was concerned, it was not every- 
thing the pilots desired. Few 
decisions ever are. The consen- 
sus of feeling of the air line 
pilots 
money contained therein for the 


| first pilots and copilots, particu- 
|larly those flying domestically, 


was short of the goal, but in a 
number of other ways the award 
was a definite gain. The pilots’ 
representatives, the TWA pilots 


| themselves, and all the other air 
line pilots attending the hearing | 


also feel that the arbitrators 
who made up the board were 100 
per cent sincere in their efforts 


| and in reaching the decision that 


the board did. 


“The chairman of the board, 
Judge Frank Swacker, did a 


commendable job in untangling, | 


understanding and _ absorbing 


with remarkable alacrity the| 


great mass of technical evidence 
and testimony submitted by the 
pilots and the company. 

“It is unfortunate indeed as 


far as the average ALPA mem-| 
| ber is concerned that they never | 


have an opportunity to learn the 
vastness, meticulosity and va- 
| riety of evidence that goes into 
one of these hearings—even a 
so-called abbreviated arbitration 
such as the TWA arbitration 


| was. It is a case of many weeks 
|of hard work on the part of 


j|many ALPA representatives, 
| both professional and from the 
|field, the latter being air line 
| pilots who fly in regularly sched- 
|uled service and make up the 
| bulk of witnesses in a hearing 
| of this character. 

“Generally speaking, this ar- 
bitration, while it didn’t end en- 
tirely satisfactorily to the pilots, 


is that the amount of | 





ended in a manner so that the 
contents of the decision in the 
majority of cases leaned defi- 
nitely in the direction of a gain 
for the pilots. As has been said 
often, as long as there is no loss 
and gains are made, there is lit- 
tle reason for complaint. 


“When all of the angles in the 
TWA arbitration are added up 
and carefully weighed and thor- 
oughly considered, the TWA ar- 
|bitration is definitely another 
milestone marking the era of 
forward progress of the air line 
pilots in their endless struggle 
to improve their rates of com- 
pensation, rules and conditions 
of employment.” 


Air Safety Probe 


The second predominating 
event was ALPA’s appearance in 
Washington to participate in the 
House and Senate air crash in- 
vestigations, which are reported 
in complete detail elsewhere in 
this issue of the AIR LINE 
PILOT. 


A delegation of four pilots, 
i\led by ALPA President David 
L. Behncke and accompanied by 
| E. C. Modes, of ALPA’s Public- 
ity and Public Relations Depart- 
ment, appeared before the House 
Interstate and Foreign Com- 
| merce Committee on January 29, 
30, and 31, followed by an ap- 
| pearance before the Senate In- 
| terstate and Foreign Commerce 
| Subcommittee on Aviation on 
| February 3 and 4. 

The pilot delegates were R. N 
| Buck, of Local Council No. 2, 
| TWA-New York; F. A. Spencer 
|}of Local Council No. 39, AA- 
| Chicago; J. E. Wood, of Loca 
Council No. 51, EAL-New York; 
and E. A. Cutrell, of Local 
Council No. 22, AA-New York. 


Direct negotiations for an 
amendment to the basic employ- 
ment agreement on Pennsyl- 
| vania-Central Airlines were in 
progress during January and 
considerable progress was re- 
ported along these lines. The 
negotiations were conducted in 
the PCA offices at Washington 
| National Airport on January 14 


| 


and 15 with six pilot conferees | 


|and a Headquarters representa- 
tive present. 

| Pilot Conferees 

| Pilot conferees taking part in 
these negotiations were: W. C 
Paddock, H. J. Bernier, M. D 
Gertz, all of Local Council No 
32, PCA-Detroit; and E. P 
O’Donnell, W. L. Mason, and 


No. 11, PCA-Washington. K. J 
Ulrich, of ALPA’s Employment 
Agreement Department, 
sented Headquarters. 








(Continued on Page 5, Col. 4) 


R. J. Wright, of Local Council 
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odd helicopter, which is just one more indication that the revolutionary 
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‘TAMALE EATERS' 
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permit, let’s sell American and 
sell air line travel. (Sermon is 
over!) 


FLASH! The cut-back found 





the Reserves” with “Rodger the 


“Wolf”? Swanson, the “Bull of 


Maurice J. Connors, of 
ALPA’s newly-created Organi- 
zation and Education Depart- 
ment, has been with the Asso- 
ciation for approximately two 
and one-half years with the ex- 
ception of an interim leave of 
absence for a tour of duty with 


He’s Also One of Petrillo’s Boys 





Shortly after the outbreak of 
the war, he switched to a gov- 
ernment job as a civilian em- 
ployee of the Army. This job 
was as secretary to Lt. Col. G. 
H. Watkins, personnel officer, 
Head- 


Quartermaster Corps, 











PEA 


A RARE OCCURRENCE 
Accident investigations always reveal odd, mysterious and per- 
plexing positioning of various damaged parts. The picture below 
amply illustrates that the propeller as shown came to rest in an 











—Flying Safety Journal 
unusual manner. Investigators examining wreckage are accus- 
tomed to finding various parts of aircraft in unexplained positions 
and also see damage to the aircraft parts which seem to be unex- 


plainable. 
WELCOME RESEARCH 

Recommendations for improved snow removal from airport run- 
ways have always met with unanimous approval because for many 
years air line pilots have sanctioned and encouraged all possible 
research for snow removal from airport runways. The coming of 
the faster landing and heavier transport airplanes puts emphasis 
on the need for dry runways to insure safe landings. 

Recently a representative of the Snow King Manufacturing Cor- 
poration visited Headquarters’ Engineering Department to discuss 
their product, a snow-removing machine. The picture accompany- 
ing this article will indicate that much research has gone into the 
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Lodger” Poorman, and Jim Lar- 
is, in second and third positions. 
| All below Jim are back as “sec- 
|;ond characters’ — with Jim 
|“Blonde Bomber’ Jewell assist- 
|ing Ike Golding, and “Kernel” 
|Hayes chasing Lou Marable 
around the cockpit. Ken Niles 
|is in DC-4 school ‘along with 
|““Diamond Vic” Kunz, Loftis, 
| Sungerland and Weideman—ah, 
must be great to get “big air- 
plane” time! 
Souse of the Border 

The new DC-4 Mexico City run 
found such tamale eaters as Bill 
Records, Bill Cheney, Walt 
Pharr (with southern accent), 
“Don” Phillips, ‘‘Pop’”’ Coln and 
“Jay” O’Connell going ‘Souse 
of the Border’ (nice border, | 
| too). Those two amiable repre- | 
sentatives of ‘Chief’ Stotts’ of- | 
fice, “Curly” Hap Russell and 








_| Ted Melden, spent plenty of time | 


running from El Paso to Mexico | 
City checking all the boys on the | 
route. The only troubles encoun- | 
tered were a few mild cases of | 
that Mexican malady, “El Schiz- | 
zeling Drits’”’ (sometimes known 
as “El Monterey Halfstep’’). 

Along with cut-backs there 
were applications flowing in for 
leaves of absence. Johnny Jones, 
Merle Buck, Jim Feroe, ‘Fitz’ 
Fitzgerald and “Red” Roybal 
| are headed toward Tokyo to find 
out if the “streets” in the Orient 
run the same as they do in the 
States. “Red” and Buck sent a 
| postcard from Hawaii, and the 
|picture contained two of the 
|most beautiful “Hawaiian Pine- 
| apples” I’ve ever seen. Pww-in- 
| in-in-ing! 

“Wild Irishman” O’Hara and 
Jim Feroe, along with Joe Otto 
and Shaffer, have returned to 
commercial after a sojourn into 
the “Land of the Midnight Sun.” 
They say it was as cold as a gold 
digger’s heart (in Alaska) and 
hurried home to ten inches of 
rain in “sunny” California. 

Herb Schmidt (vacation relief 
man) is pushing around a °46 
convertible ‘sex wagon”’ and Pat 
Patterson just ferried out a '46 





‘| Cadillac from Detroit. Curse the 


tin can that I drive! 
Time to Retire??? 

Million-miler watches (several 
| years overdue) now adorn the 


the United States Maritime Ser- 
vice during the war years. 
Connors came to work for 
ALPA in April of 1944 as execu- 
tive assistant to Mr. Behncke, 
ALPA president, but was as- 
signed to the Organization and 
Education Department upon his 
return from service following 
the cessation of hostilities. | 
As executive assistant, Mr. 
Connors accompanied Mr. Behn- 
cke on the majority of his out- 
of-town trips to take care of the | 
secretarial details, a duty which 
he still sometimes performs in 
an emergency and one which re- 
quires extreme versatility of tal- 
ent. However, the bulk of his 
present duties are devoted to 
ALPA’s efforts to promote the 
organization of other crafts and 
classes of workers, other than 
air line pilots, in the air line in- 
dustry. ‘ 
Seeking Degree MAURICE J. CONNORS 
Mr. Connors, who is known : 
as “Mo” to his co-workers and|@Uarters Sixth Corp Area, lo- 
many of the air line pilots with | C@ted in Chicago. 
whom he has come in contact Versatile Talents 
during his employment at ALPA,|} Connors’ hobbies are football, 
is a graduate of Chicago’s| tennis, music, and flying. On the 
Roosevelt Senior High School as | athletic side, football has be- 
well as Gregg Business College,| come a spectator sport for Con- 
which is also located in Chi-|nors due to a compound fracture 
cago. He is presently complet-|of the shoulder which put him 
ing final requirements in the) out of action in his last year of 
evening division of Northwest-| school, but he has won several 
ern University preparatory to|tennis trophies in the Chicago 
receiving a degree. Park District tennis competition. 
Prior to coming to work for| On the musical side, he plays 
|the Air Line Pilots Association,|the guitar well and is a good 
|Mr. Connors had seven years of| union man, outside of office 
business and office experience| hours as well as during them, 
| which qualified him well for the! being a member of Petrillo’s 
| jobs he has held with the Asso-| American Federation of Musi- 
| ciation. | clans. 
| Included in his background is| Connors has a student pilot’s 
| five years in various jobs with| license and flies small planes 


| the Chicago School of Aircraft | whenever he has the time, which 
|due to the increasing press of 


| Instruments, among them secre- 
Association work has been very 


| tary and assistant to director of | 

training, secretary to the presi-| little lately, but he hopes to ob- 
dent, and instructor in aircraft|tain his private license as soon 
as possible. 


instruments. 














On AA-~ Optimism 


| (Continued from Page 4, Col. 5) 


partment in assisting in the 
presentation of the TWA arbi- 
_ tration case. 


New Department Active 


Continued growth and expan- 
sion keynoted the January ac- 
tivities of the Education and Or- 


Representing the company at 
|these conferences were J. A. 
| Carmichael, executive vice-presi- 





wrists of such characters as Lou | dent; Robert Wilson, vice-presi- | 
Marable, Don Young, Orville | dent, legal counsel; E. Goullard, 
Feroe, Frank Averill, John Rog-|0f the Airlines Negotiating Con- 
ers, William Cooper, Bob Stew-| ference; D. Smith, director of 
|art, Wes Carroll, Herb Schmidt, | Personnel; T. Sebree, director of 
Merle Buck, “Winchell,” and a/ operations; H. J. Reid, manager 
| few others that I'll report in the | Of flight operations, and Attor- 


ganization Department whose 
personnel also simultaneously 
assisted in preparation of the 
| TWA arbitration case. 

New assignments for this de- 
partment were the launching of 





ws bs 


* 


the 


development of this snow removing machine. The object of this 
machine is to use heat to remove (and keep removed) snow and 
ice from airport runways. The snow removing machine consists of 
a standard road grader on which is suspended a steel combustion 


chamber properly insulated ; two fuel tanks, instantaneous electric | jine after a long recovery period | pilots, was in a state of “sus- 
ignition system to light the burners, a fuel pump, oil pressure | after fracturing a leg. Welcome | pended mediation” where it had 


gauge, and two-way radio. The two-way radio is needed for com- 
munications with the airport tower in regard to traffic. In the rear 
of the grader is a squeegee blade, hydraulically operated from the 
cab. The grader is a four-wheel steer and four-wheel drive, which 
will be very advantageous in maneuvering in and around airplanes 
on the loading apron. 


The Capacity of the Machine 


The two combustors produce 7,400,000 B.T.U.’s per hour, and| who is right and who is wrong, | 
each burner has a fuel consumption of 30 gallons per hour. Using| but it seems to me that during hearing and the other a hearing 
the average snowfall in the United States which is a maximum of | crucial times such as the pres-|concerning a CAB complaint, | 
one inch per hour, a runway of 6,000 feet by 150 feet wide with | ent, we should all either be pros|were handled by the ALPA 
one inch of snow will represent approximately 2,800 cubic yards|or all be cons. It’s something | Grievance and Conciliation De- 


of snow. From tests that have been made during the past five 
years, one machine will be able to keep snow off a runway as pre- 
viously referred to. 
Method of Operation 

The plans for operating this machine are such that the machine 
should be in operation approximately 30 minutes before the snow- 
fall is predicted. The purpose being to store B.T.U.’s in the 
pavement with the result that the snow will melt upon contact 
with the runway surface. 


What Becomes of the Water 

The purpose of the squeegee blade on the machine is in the 
event that the operations are not started when the snow begins to 
fall or prior to the predicted snowfall. 

Snow removal by heat results in melting the snow until it forms 
water. The general understanding is that this would result in 
having much water on the runways. This impression is erroneous 
and from investigation and experiment it has been found that the 
water content of newly-falling snow crystal is only two per cent of 
its actual volume. Some of this small water content disappears by 
absorption into the pavement; some by evaporation by the heat 
from the’ combustion chamber; and probably a small amount by 
natural evaporation. 


“| next article. Do you think the| ney J. Burke. 


| hint is “time to retire?’ At least 
|no excuse now to be late for an 
| ALPA meeting. 

| F.O. Gene Krug is back on the 


| back! 

| FLASH! “I’m not so wise as 
those lawyer guys” who quoted 
Robert Service, but there are 
nlenty of pros and cons on AA 
these days, and this correspond- 
ent is not wise enough to say 


| to think over, to orient ourselves 
/and get on the beam that leads 
|to the station. Aloha! 


‘He Got lt for 
"Em Wholesale 


(Continued from Page 2, Col. 4) 








|oecurred recently when the Mi- 
|ami council took over. Enter- 
| tainment ran rampant in the 
|form of a water ballet and floor 
|show. Captain Lamo Woodward, 
|chairman of the entertainment 
| committee, displayed real ability 
|in buying his entertainment 
| wholesale. 

This was a first annual affair 
and every effort was made to in- 
sure its success. 


newly formed Air Line 
Agents Association and Air Car- 
rier Communication Operators’ 
Association. The initial response 
was heartening and brings two 
more sectors of the air line em- 
ployee representing field into the 
ALPA fold. 
During January, the Air Line 
Stewards and Stewardesses As- 
sociation (ALSSA) received 99 
per cent of the stewardesses au- 
thorization -to- act cards on 
|Northeast Airlines and they 
|have requested contract nego- 
tiation dates from the company. 
On Eastern Air Lines, an elec- 

tion under the auspices of the 
National Mediation Board to de- 
termine the bargaining agent for 
the stewards and stewardesses 
was held by mail on January 21 
with V. J. Herbert, of the Edu- 
cation and Organization Depart- 
ment, standing by in New York. 
|The counting of the votes will 
| take place on February 24. 

A second election was held on 
TWA by ballot box at Kansas 
City for a three-day period from 
January 28 to 29, inclusive, with 
a mail ballot to be employed un- 
|til February 24 when the votes 
| will be counted. 

The purpose of the Education 


Meanwhile American Airlines 
| Case A-2423, for a rates of com- 
| pensation increase for all Amer- 
|ican Airlines first pilots and co- 


| been placed by Federal Mediator 
|Ross Barr, the last of three 
| mediators to enter the case. An 
| early resumption of mediation in 
|this case is anticipated which 
will put it on the road toward 
|an early settlement. 


Two cases, one an appeal 


| partment during the month. 

| Grievance Department 

| J. F. Rice represented Addi- 
|son Thompson at an appeal hear- 
jing in Miami, Fla., on January 
| 22, before O. J. Studeman, Divi- 
sion Operations Manager, Latin- 
American Division of Pan Amer- 
ican Airways, Inc. 

The second case was handied 
jointly by J. F. Rice and John 
M. Dickerman, ALPA attorneys, 
on January 26 when they repre- 
sented Braniff Airways First 
Pilot C. T. Raines in a hearing | 
before Russell Potter, CAB ex-| ang Organization Department is 
aminer, concerning a complaint |+, organize other crafts and 
filed against Captain Raines by | 


ha : . .» | Classes in the air line industry 
—— Aeronautics. Adminis- for affiliation with ALPA. 


The Engi i 
The remainder of the month | — o Rupees Depettmest 
was spent by the Grievance De-! (Continued on Page 6, Col. 1) 
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EAL Crash Representatives Attend Hearing 


One of the most vital parts of ALPA’s air safety and engineering setup is the incorporation of its field | 


crash representatives in its organizational structure and active pilot participation in crash hearings. 
tured above are the Eastern Air Lines’ pilot crash representatives who took part in the Civil Aeronautics | 
Board hearing into the fatal Galax, Va., crash of an EAL air liner in which 18 persons were killed on | 
The CAB hearings were in Richmond, Va., on January 21 and 22. 
. Cowles and T. J. Royall, of Local Council No. 51, EAL -Jacksonville ; 


January 12. 


No. 18, EAL-Miami; 


and T. G. Linnert, of ALPA’s Engineering Department. 


Pic- 


D. S. Tatham, of Local Council | 


G. M. Sheridan, chairman, and J. c. LaVake, of Local Council No. 51, EAL-New York; 








Crashes Continue 
(Continued from Page 5, Col. 5) 





started the month of January in| 
attendance in a technical capac- 
ity at the TWA arbitration 
which occupied the bulk of the 
department’s time during the 
month. 


Five Crashes in January 


The month of January had a} 
continuance of air line crashes | 
which totaled five, the same | 
amount that occurred during the | 
month of December, 1946. A re- 
view of these accidents is as fol- | 
lows: 

An American Airlines DC-3 
made an emergency landing at | 
Jones Beach, New York, on 
January 5, 1947. This accident 


occurred when very poor 


weather conditions prevailed 
throughout the East Coast. The 


pilot was refused landings at 


several airports because of emer- 
gency conditions, and finally 
was forced to make a landing at 


serious crash. None aboard 
| were injured. 
A Civil Aeronautics Board 


hearing was held regarding this 
accident, and Captain James E. 
|Booth and Copilot Thomas E. 
| | Hatcher were present. Complete 
| reports of the hearing were for- 
| warded to Headquarters. 

A DC-4 operated by North- 
| west Airlines met with an acci- 
dent on January 6, 1947, when 
its landing gear was damaged. 
As the plane slithered to a stop, 
fire broke out which demolished 
| the entire airplane. Because of 
the calmness and courage of the 
| crew, panic was avoided and all 
| passengers escaped without in- 
jury. There was no Civil Aero- 





nautics Board hearing held. In| 


further investigation as to why 
this plane caught fire, ALPA’s 
Engineering Department 
working with 
committee in attempting to de- 


Jones Beach after dropping a| 


was | 
its engineering | 


termine whether the integral 
minor crack-up, and whether or | 
not flexible fuel cells would have 
prevented this fire which com- 
pletely destroyed the aircraft. 


| The pilot was Capt. John R. Galt 


and the copilot was Joe C. Kitts. 


While landing at Jacksonville, 
Fla., a Lockheed Lodestar oper- 
ated by National Airlines had an 
accident on January 7, 1947. The 
accident was of a minor nature 
with no fatalities. No Civil 
Aeronautics Board hearing was 
held. A complete report was 
forwarded, including pictures, by 
Captain Charles Ruby, of Local 
Council No. 8. The crew was| 
composed of Captain W. H. 
Blacksher and Copilot A. H. 
Woodward. 

In Seattle, Wash., on January 
8, 1947, a Pan American Air- | 
ways DC-3 had an accident while | 
landing under poor weather con- 
ditions. Ward Buckingham, of 
Local Council No. 55, was crash 
representative and worked with 
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—Acme Photo 
Here is one of the first pictures of the Army Air Force’s B-36, the 
world’s largest land-based bomber, in flight over Fort Worth, 
Texas, dramatically showing its 230-foot wingspan and 163-foot fuselage. Its bomb bay has a volume equal 
to that of four railroad freight cars and, according to Army Air Force officials, is capable of carrying an 
atomic bomb to any inhabited region in the world and returning home without refueling. 


CAB HEARINGS 


W. Baird Wallace, chairman of 
Local Council No. 55, on this 
accident. A complete report of 
their findings, including photo- 
graphs, was forwarded to Head- 
quarters. The pilot of the plane 
was Captain P. E. Holzer and 
the copilot was A. E. Davis. 

An Eastern Air Lines DC-3 
crashed and burned in the vicin- 
ity of Winston-Salem, N. C., on 
January 12, 1947. This occurred 
during very poor weather condi- 
tions, and in addition it is be- 
lieved that a malfunctioning 
loop range station also contrib- 
uted to the cause of the crash. 
CAB Holds Hearing 

A CAB hearing was held on 
this accident on January 21 and 
22, 1947. Participating in this 
hearing were James LaVake, 
George Sheridan, D. S. Tatham, 
T. J. Royall, crash representa- 
tive, E. J. Cowles, and ALPA’s 
Engineer T. G. Linnert. During 
this two-day hearing, the CAB 
probed to determine whether 
loop range stations were known 
to be defective. This investiga- 
tion brought to light many 





Above (lI. to r.) are | 


shortcomings that are in effect 


with many loop range stations, 


and it was recommended that 
an improved range station be in- 
stalled at Winston-Salem, and 
|}any other points where loop 
|range stations are installed. 
Captain LaVake provided ex- 


| cellent detailed photographs of 


flare for assistance. A high de-|fuel tanks burst during this | the wreckage which were of val- 
gree of piloting skill avoided 


uable assistance in studying the 

| path of the plane as it struck 
the mountain side. The fatali- 
ties in this accident numbered 
18 with one lone passenger sur- 
vivor. The pilots who lost their 
lives were Captain Harold M. 
Haskew and Copilot James J. 
Canepa. 

On January 14, 1947, a Civil 
Aeronautics Board hearing was 
held in Chicago regarding the 
Michigan City, Ind., American 
Airlines crash which happened 
on December 28, 1946. Both 
Captain Frank M. Ham and Co- 
pilot Harmon E. Ring lost their 
| lives; however, there were no 
poner fatalities. Attending this 
hearing were Capt. Wilbur Hunt, 
| of Local Council No. 39-AA, and 
|T. G. Linnert, ALPA’s engineer. 
| The investigation in New York 
was covered by Capt. D. S. Ship- 
ley. A disassembly of the en- 
lives; however, there were no 
made in the search to determine 
what caused the simultaneous 
malfunctioning of both engines. 
It is believed that foreign sub- 
stances in the selector valve 
caused the malfunctioning of the 
engine. Tests are being made to 
discover whether a faulty fuel 
system contributed to the cause 
of this accident. 

A Civil Aeronautics Board 
hearing was held on January 30 
and 31, 1947, on the TWA Shan- 
non, Ireland, crash which oc- 
curred on December 28, 1946. 
At this hearing, an instrument 
panel salvaged from the wreck- 
age was exhibited and illustrat- 
ed crossed static pressure lines 
connected at the valve for se- 
lecting normal and alternate 
static pressure. 

Conduct Flight Test 

Flight tests were conducted on 
another plane with the lines 
thusly connected which resulted 
in obtaining erroneous altimeter 
readings, a factor which contrib- 
uted to the accident. There were 
12 fatalities in this accident and 
several serious injuries. The 
captain of this plane was Her- 
bert Tansey and the copilot 
Clifford Sparrow. 

In January, Congress appoint- 
ed a committee to investigate 
the cause of the recent number 
of accidents. ALPA’s Engineer- 
ing Department assisted in pre- 
paring briefs which were pre- 
sented at the congressional 
hearing which was in progress 
during the latter part of January 
and the early days of February. 


(Continued on Page 8, Col. 5) 




















TEN YEARS AGO 


The subject of increasing safety 
on the air lines was a paramount 
feature in the news of a decade 
ago, just as it is today. The Air 
Line Pilots Association was con- 
stantly striving to attain the same 
goal ten years ago as today, the 
establishment of the Independent 
Air Safety Board which functioned 
in 1938, but later was eliminated. 

In January, 1947, representa- 
tives of the Air Line Pilots 
Association testified before Con- 
gress and stressed the estab- 
lishment of the Independent Air 
Safety Board as a prime factor 
to air safety. The AIR LINE 
PILOT of January, 1937, car- 
ried the account of a similar air 
safety congressional investiga- 
tion in which the Air Line 
Pilots Association participated 
and presented the opinions of 
the pilots who actually do the 
flying as to what should be done 
to increase air safety on the air 
lines. 

The following testimony was 
presented by David L. Behncke, 
president of the Air Line Pilots 
Association, before an air safety 
subcommittee of the Committee 
on Commerce, United States 
Senate, headed by Senator Cope- 
land, during hearings held inter- 
mittently throughout the entire 
last session of the 74th Con- 


"ess: 

“I think the main trouble is 
that the air transportation in- 
dustry has outgrown the present 
government regulatory vehicle, 
which is the Air Commerce Act 
of 1926. 

“We have only to look at our 
air network map to realize the 
tremendous regulatory, proper 
maintenance, and proper inspec- 
tion problems we are now 
facing. 

“The Air Commerce Act of 
1926 is, primarily, one-man con- 
trolled. The director and prac- 
tically all the heads in this 
department are appointed polit- 
ically, and change with each 
administration. I am not in poli- 
tics and do not know very much 
about it, but the main objection 
that the pilots have, we feel 
there is not sufficient continuity 
of effort, and certainly political 
interference should not be inter- 
posed where public safety is 
such an important factor. 

“In other words, one admin- 
istration will come in and may 
build up a fairly good system, 
then the heads will change with 
another administration, and the 
benefit is lost.” 

To further evidence the need 
of ICC jurisdiction over air 
transportation, Joseph B. East- 
man, member of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, advo- 
cated in an address before the 
Boston Chamber of Commerce 
that all transportation be co- 
ordinated under the control of 
the ICC. The following is quoted 
from his address which was re- 
printed in the AIR LINE PILOT 
of January, 1937: 

“I hope to see the time come 
when the jurisdiction of the Com- 
mission will be extended more fully 
than it now is over the entire field 
of transportation, including water 
and air. This is because the trans- 
portation system cannot be dealt 
with intelligently and well except 
as a unit. Every form of trans- 
portation is vital to the good of 
the country and has its place, but 
they are all interrelated, the parts 
of the machine must be made to 
work smoothly together, and prog- 
ress in coordination will come faster 
if control is centralized in one 
place.” 

Ten years ago, just as today, 
Mr. Behncke’s endeavors for 
proper safety laws, rather than 
experiments with various safety 
devices, were vividly illustrated 
in his editorial in the AIR LINE 
PILOT of January, 1937: 

“Pilots are firmly convinced 
that proper safety legislation 
providing for the lifting of the 
present air line regulatory func- 
tions out of the Department of 
Commerce and placing them in 
a separate Air Transportation 
Division of the ICC, will result 
in a much lower percentage of 
air line accidents. 

“Properly conducted experi- 
mentation, development and trial 
will prevent errors. In air 
transportation, errors and fatal 
accidents are too often synony- 
mous.” 

The air line pilots cn January 
29, 30, and 31, 1947, appeared 
before the House Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce Committee 
on air safety investigation, and 
two days later, on Feb. 3 and 4, 
appeared before the Senate 
Commerce Subcommittee on 
Aviation. David L. Behncke, 
R. N. Buck, E. A. Cutrell, J. E. 
Wood, and F. A. Spencer were 
spokesmen for the country’s 7,000 
air line pilots. 

ALPA’s struggles of a decade ago 
parallel exactly the struggles of to- 
day, and ALPA will continue its 
battle until sound safety legislation 
ts enacted by the Congress of the 
U. S. namely, the re-enacting of 
the Independent Air Safety Board 
which, during its brief period of 
existence from August 22, 1938, 
to June 30, 1940, established a 
world air line safety record. 
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From Washington Slipstream 


The combination of a new Re- | 
publican dominated Congress 
and a recent series of air line ac- 
cidents set the stage for a 
double-barreled air safety inves- 
tigation by both the House and 
the Senate the latter part of 
January. (The same thing 
would have happened had the 
Democrats just come to power— 
so let’s not be partisan about | 
this!) Anyway, the Interstate | 
and Foreign Commerce Commit- | 
tees of the two legislative aero 
set hearings and all the experts 
and would-be experts were in- 
vited to testify. 

Independent Air Safety Board 

The ALPA sponsored idea of a 
politically independent, non- | 
prejudiced and technically staff- | 
ed Safety Board was immediate- | 
ly tossed into the arena by} 
Senator McCarran’s bill S. 269 to 
establish such a board. The| 
story of the testimony of ALPA | 
witnesses at these proceedings | 
will doubtless be told elsewhere | 
in this and succeeding issues of | 
the AIR LINE PILOT. In 1938} 
ALPA succeeded in securing | 
such an independent board; this | 
board had a most unusual rec- | 
ord of success about which you | 
have previously heard, only to} 
be sacrificed on the altar of pol- | 
itics in 1940 after a valiant ef-| 
fort on the part of ALPA to| 
save it by a resolution passed by | 
the House and defeated in the} 
Senate. 

Reaction in the hearings in 
both houses of Congress indicate 
that the Board may stand a 

















pouring statistics on air safety; The keynote of ALPA’s posi- 
into the record; ALPA counter-|tion at these proceedings was 
ed by a compilation of accident | first, give us an Independent 
pictures showing broken, twist-|Safety Board with no strings, 
ed, and fire-blackened wreckage | political or otherwise, and sec- 


|Buck of TWA would say) a 
| 


on bleak hillsides and an array 
of sobering figures of the dead 
and injured since the Inde- 
pendent Air Safety Board was| 
abolished. The Congressmen 
seemed impressed. 


Then the lads who would solve | 
the whole problem in one fell 
swoop by installing (as Bob 


“gysmo’’—a gadget, to you—de- | 
scended on the hearings with | 
cries of joy and many “Hosan- 
nas’’—“radar,”” they shouted— 
“ground radar.” Well, you know 


’ 


|about for years but no one has 


ond, provide us with some of the 
simple aids which we have heard 





done anything about such as 


|better runway and approach 


lights, good cockpit lighting, ice 
free windshields, elimination of 


| fire hazards in the air, improve- | 
|ment of radio and navigational | 
|aids, simplification of the regu- | 


lations, and so on. 
Cutrell Honored 


|suming “Ernie” Cutrell, first 
| pilot on American Airlines, came 














PRESIDENTIAL INTERLUDE 


“Hello, Mr. President; very glad to meet you,” three-month-old 
baby Jo Dee Adams, seems to be saying as he gives a tug to the 
presidential finger in what is presumably a three-month-old’s ver- 
sion of a handshake. Little Jo Dee is apparently in a very ultra- 
|serious mood, but then meeting the nation’s chief executive at 


To quiet, modest, and unas- | 


|the distinction this month of 
: ‘ | being the first air line pilot to 
Now, for a delicate point:|receive the Octave Chanute 
During the hearings certain| Award, bestowed by the Insti- 
stock situations and examples|tute of Aeronautical Sciences | | 
were cited by some of the com-| “for notable contributions made 
mittee members as illustrations | by a pilot to the aeronautical 
of what they had evidently been | sciences.” The citation accom- 
told by someone were instances | panying the award says “for 
where radar had performed | outstanding achievement in 
miracles. To industry observers | flight-testing and developing in- 
these examples bore a striking | strument-landing equipment and 
similarity to the ones used by a|techniques contributing to im- 
certain Washington contact man| proved performance of instru- 
for a leading commercial manu-|ment fiying.” A lieutenant 
facturer of radar equipment—| colonel while in uniform, Cut- 
which, if radar is adopted by the| rell operated an all-weather air 
air lines and the CAA, through|way between New York and 
Congressional pressure, would|Presque Isle, Maine, training 
stand to gain materially in or- | ATC pilots in the use of glide 
ders for its product. Perhaps|path runway localizers combined 
|the conditions mentioned above/ with high - intensity approach 
|are purely coincidental — but} and runway lighting systems. 
|they were obvious enough to| Since returning to the line, 


that story. 





‘Si 
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|any age, let alone the tender age of three months, is always seri- 


|cause a murmur to go around|Cutrell has been representing 


ous business. Baby Jo Dee met the President at the Kansas City 


chance of revival. As expected, | 
the Civil Aeronautics Adminis- | 
tration, Civil Aeronautics Board | 
and the Air Transport Associa- | 
tion favor the status quo and| 
oppose the idea; oh ye, politics, | 
birds of a feather, and all that} 


|airport after President Truman was advised in flight from Wash- 
|ington to Kansas City that Jo Dee, son of Columbia Broadcasting 
| System Commentator John and Mrs. Adams, was aboard the pre- 
ceding Presidential press party plane. Mrs. Adams, who accom- 
panied her husband, holds Jo Dee as Margaret Truman, who met 
|her father at the airport, admires the child. President Truman 
|made a flying one-day trip home to spend Christmas with his 


the room—“So and so has been| ALPA on a number of top-draw- 
busy.” Now, this is not men-|er technical assignments includ- 
tioned in criticism of anyone, |ing Radio Technical Commission 
congressman or manufacturer,|for Aeronautics technical com- 
nor to hint that anything under- | mittees, various landing anc 
handed is going on—but to illus- | navigational aid projects and, of 


sort of thing. | trate the danger in an inquiry of| course, as an Association wit- 


| family. 


d | this kind of anyone listening too 
Accident Causes 


| well to representatives of any 
Many of the members of Con-| 


|ness recently before the Senate 


* % * 


gress are sincerely endeavoring | 
to find out what causes air| 
crashes and what can be done to 
prevent them. An observer is 
immediately struck by the mag- 
nitude of the gargantuan task 
these earnest but non-technical- 
ly trained gentlemen have un- 
dertaken. They need education 
and guidance; their success will 
be determined by the quality of 
the guidance they receive. 
Panaceas 

The educative process began 
by the “stand - patters,” the 
“everything is in - the - groove” 


special interest which may have 
an axe to grind or a past to pro- 
tect. The lives of the traveling 
public and the future of air 
transport, and all of us connect- 
ed with it, are too important to 
countenance superficial reason- 


ing or action. Nor is radar, or} 


| gating air safety. 
| So, may we say, congratula- 
tions, Ernie! 

—John M. Dickerman. 


Air Safety Board 








'and House Committees investi- | 
| 


rr 


‘KILROY’ STANDS STILL—IT’S PEACE 


The elusive, indomitable, and perennial ‘Kilroy’’ who left his 
famed calling card in various and sundry places, not all of them 
mentionable, at just about every place a G.I. set foot, from the 
steaming jungles of Burma and the Pacific to the frozen outposts 
of the Aleutians, has at last met his nemesis. “Kilroy’s’” short- 
lived, but active life, came to an abrupt end recently at Minneap- 


Or ac is radar, or| Needed -- Behncke 
any of its adaptations singled | 


out for criticism. It may well be | (Continued from Page 1, Col. 4) 


that as science progresses, ser- | : : 
vice tests will disclose a thor-|7@S¢@ts and the future of the in- 


: dustry to which they have de- 

m | 
— Be cogs fbr oe be proof | voted their professional lives, | % 
sak an tated oa os ds | Mr. Behncke told both the House 
P |and the Senate Committees that 


for improving safety in aur’! an Independent Safety Board 


olis, Minn., when the most popular character of World War II was 








boys, the CAA, CAB, and ATA, 


travel. Surely research along all “a 1 
these lines should proceed. | was a prerequisite to long range 
safety on the air lines and re- 
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CHIPPER SKI 


Vick finally gave up the sleigh and eight tiny you-know-whats for a 
Pan American Clipper. Above is the old boy himself alighting at W hite- 
horse, Yukon Territory, the first stop south of the North Pole, to enliven| concerned. If ever there was a 
a children’s community Christmas party. 
to the air-minded Santa is none other than Captain W. B. Wallace, 
chairman of Local Council No. 55, PAA-Seattle. 





¥. . 
PPER With all the territory he had 


| establishment of dwindling pub- 
|lie confidence in the commercial 
| air line industry. 

| Mr. Behncke said that the air 
|line pilots were convinced that 
| divorcement of the investigative 
| from the regulatory agency, in- 
|stead of both being combined 
|into one as at the present time, 
'was the basic step toward in- 
| creasing air safety. 

Referring specifically to the 
|Air Safety Board which was 
formed on August 22, 1938, and 
later abolished under President 
sa | Roosevelt’s Reorganization Plan 


| No. 4 despite great protest from 
|many sources, Mr. Behncke| laid to rest with due ceremony. All that was lacking was an ap- - 
| pointed to its record of over 17 propriate epitaph which well might have been: “May He Rest in 
| months without an air line crash | Peace; He Gave No One Else Any.” Shown above are a group of 
fatality as proof of its effective- | University of Minnesota students gathering around to pay their 
ness. last respects to the legendary figure who roamed the world to give 
Record Cited \it wartime laughs which like other vestiges of the war years were 
Mr.|slowly giving way to the easier pace of peace where one more 
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Prior to that time, 
Behncke pointed out, 473 pilots | laugh doesn’t mean so much for not so-many are needed. At any 
and passengers were killed (one | rate it’s a sign of the times, to be sure. When Kilroy stands still 
pilot every 28 days and one pas- | long enough that it can be said “Kilroy is here” instead of “Kilroy 
senger every 15 days) and since | was here,” peace is finally here at long, long last no matter what 
the abolition of the Air Safety |the experts may say . . . and peace, it’s wonderful. 

Board on June 30, 1940, and * * * 


ee ee ees LAZINESS WITH A CAPITAL “L” 


sons were killed and 108 injured : : 

in air line plane crackups. Just to show you how lazy some airport people can be, here’s 
“If we are to have real air safe- | a little true story: ; 

ty,” he said, “the functions of A bunch of airplane mechanics were shooting the breeze one 

making the regulations govern-|day in a hangar when a stranger walked up. He looked at them 

jing civil aeronautics and air |and said: a 

| transportation must be definitely “T’'ll give five dollars to the laziest man here. 

|separated. The air line pilots All rushed over to tell him how lazy they were but one. He 

| consider the Civil Aeronautics | didn’t move an inch but grunted, “Well, turn me over and slip it 

| Board Safety Bureau to be an al-|in my pocket.” 


jmaent meaningless government 
|agency so far as air safety is 





ie 
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to cover this year, old St. e e * 


JUMPING TO A CONCLUSION 
When you jump from the plane and your parachute does not 
open brother, that’s what is known as jumping to a 
conclusion. 


The chipper Clipper skipper| cart before the horse arrange- 
(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1) 
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Unanimity was the keynote upon which over 16 months of controversy on TWA ended with the arbi- 
tration hearings in Chicago resulting in a unanimous decision handed down by the three-man arbitration 
panel on January 22. Grouped around one of the models, which played a prominent part in ALPA’s presen- 
tation of the technical aspects of their case, the arbitration board is shown as they announced their decision. 
Captain R. N. Buck, of Local Council No. 2, TWA-New York, ALPA’s representative on the board, is hold- 
ing copy of decision at the extreme right, while Frank M. Swacker (center), chairman of the board and the 
neutral National Mediation Board appointee, and G. A. Spater, the company representative, look on. 











Pilot Viewpoint 
(Continued from Page 7, Col. 3) 
ment in any federal agency, this 





is the most glaring example of | 


wrong-way procedure.” 


In response to questions from | 


the committees, which showed 
an avid and enthusiastic interest 
in the proposals, Mr. Behncke 
recommended that the Air Safe- 
ty Board be composed of five ex- 
pert members, at least one of 
them an air line pilot engaged in 
regularly scheduled flying with- 


in six months of his appoint-| 


ment. 


40 Recommendations 

Mr. Behncke’s well-received, 
two-hour speech was concluded 
with the submission of 40 air 
safety recommendations — the 
first truly concrete recommen- 
dations made during the lengthy 
House and Senate hearings 
which were primarily a maze of 


statistics proving whatever any- | 


one wanted them to prove but 
solving nothing. 

The four pilots who took the 
witness stand to give the “cock- 
pit viewpoint” of the air line 
safety picture were R. N. Buck, 
of Local Council No. 2, TWA- 
New York; J. E. Wood, of Local 
Council No. 51, EAL-New York; 
F. A. Spencer, of Local Council 
No. 39, AA-Chicago; and E. A. 
Cutrell, recent recipient of the 
Octave-Chanute Award, of Local 
Council No. 22, AA-New York. 

The general theme of their 
first hand testimony was that 
too many people are looking at 
the air line safety picture from 
the ground instead of the air 
and that the air line pilots do 
not as yet have all the tested 
and proved air line flying aids 
which are needed immediately in 
lieu of futuristic and untested 
devices which experienced air 
line pilots consider more of a 
handicap than a help. 

The pilots stressed the imme- 
diate need of better approach 
and runway lighting, submitting 
a list of 60 airports at which it 
was vitally needed, and reiterat- 
ed Mr. Behncke’s plea for reviv- 
al of the Independent Air Safety 
Board. 

Cockpit Viewpoint 

“It is a credit to the air line 
pilots,” Captain Cutrell declared, 
“that there have not been more 
accidents due to the improper 


| location and inadequate installa- 
| tion of the simple usable aids to 
| flying that are presently avail- 

able for use. These present 
| available facilities have not been 
improved due to a continuing de- 
velopment program of new aids 
and always the prospect of a so- 
lution of the problem being just 
| around the corner.” 

Contending that the pilots are 
hampered by too many useless 
regulations “which is nothing 
more or less than dodging the 
real issues,” Captain Wood said 
that the present maze of restric- 
| tive regulations often put the 
| question of “legality before that 
of safety’ when the latter 
should always be first. 

“The pilot,” he added in an- 
swer to recent rash statements 
about alleged pilot error, “auto- 
matically assumes the ultimate 
responsibility for all mistakes 
made by practically everyone 
else in connection with a flight 
| Such as careless loading, me- 
| chanical malfunctioning, inaccu- 





rate weather forecasts, and fail- | 


| ure of ground navigational facil- 
jities. It is evident that the pilot 


|is holding the bag at all times' 





and quite frequently he is handed 

a bag with a wet bottom.” 
Captain Buck asserted that 

simplicity, not an overburdening 


of the pilot with things he did | 
not want or need was the key- | 


note to air line safety. He listed 


among the things the pilots| 


wanted and considered vital: 
better airport lighting, wind- 
shields that provided good visi- 
bility under all weather condi- 
tions, and accurate and reliable 
instruments and 
aids. 


Lighting Emphasized 


The 40-point program submit- | 


ted by Mr. Behncke emphasized 
more stringent service testing of 


new air line aircraft and air line | 
|terly by the Air Line Pilots As- | 


equipment before it is placed into 
commercial use, improvement 


and standardization of antiquat- | 
ed approach and runway light- | 
ing at airports, provision of bet- | 


ter-functioning basic navigation 
instruments, consideration 
conditions that result in exces- 
sive pilot fatigue and a conse- 
quent lessening of proficiency, 
and elimination of dangers uni- 
versally inherent in aircraft, 


BILLS PENDING 


Airport lighting, the recom- 


ef mendations pointed out, can be 


remedied by extension of ap- 
proach lights to a minimum of 
3,000 feet beyond each end of 
the runway, stronger runway 
lights and more distinctive light- 
ing to avoid confusion with 
street lights and other lights 
and reflections, adjustable run- 
way lights which will not be 
rendered ineffective by snow 


: and ice, development of daytime 


airport lighting for use under 
poor daytime visibility condi- 
tions, and standardization of 
lighting systems at airports. 
Mr. Behncke dwelt at consid- 
erable length on the fire hazard 
which he branded as “inexcus- 
able’ and characterized as ‘one 
of the most horrible and deadly 
things that can happen in 
flight.”” They are becoming more 
numerous and frequent, he said, 


slightest excuse for this. 


be licked.” 
Two Bills Pending 


long time champion of air safe- 
ty and staunch friend of the air 


Another bill, H.R. 1540, also 





navigational | 


of | 


30, 1947, the day following 
ALPA’s appearance before the 
House Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Committee of which 
he is a member. 

The McCarran Bill, S. 269, 
| would also recreate the Civil 
| Aeronautics Authority on an in- 
|dependent basis comparable to 
that of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, thereby removing 
|it from control of the Commerce 
Department under which it was 
thrown by the same reorganiza- 
tion plan that wiped out the Air 
Safety Board. 

There never has been any 
question of the unparalleled rec- 
|ord of the Air Safety Board and 
its abolishment can be attributed 
|more to a fluke political situa- 
tion that put presidential pres- 
tige at stake than to any other 
| cause. 

Abolishment Fought 

Even in the face of presiden- 
tial opposition, elimination of the 
Air Safety Board was fought bit- 


sociation in 1940. The Associa- 
tion had also been chiefly respon- 
sible for the Board’s establish- 
ment by the Civil Aeronautics 
Act of 1938 after an epidemic of 
| air crashes similar to that which 
|is presently occurring. The Asso- 
| ciation charged that the Depart- 
|ment of Commerce’s old Bureau 
|of Aeronautics, upon whom the 
| responsibility for accident inves- 
tigation then rected, frequently 
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which was incorporated into its design. 
replacement of the jet engine should such change be necessary. 
by Republic under the supervision of the Army’s Materiel Command. 


such as fire in flight. 


PLANE No, you aren’t seeing things. 


, —Acme Photo 
It’s really made that way ... in 


two pieces. It’s the new Republic P-84.Thunderjet, which recently 


The 


set an unofficial world speed record of 619 miles per hour, in a bisected view revealing one of the features 
The plane is built in the two pieces to permit quick and complete 


Thunderjet was designed and built 


“We feel that we are fortunate 





HERE’S WHAT THEY 
SAY ABOUT ALPA 


Here are some of the comments 
made by prominent public officials 
about the current activities in 
which the Air Line Pilots Associa- 
tion participated: 

REPRESENTATIVE 
CHARLES A. WOLVERTON, 
CHAIRMAN OF THE INTER- 
STATE AND FOREIGN COM- 
MERCE COMMITTEE: “I want 
to say to the members of the 
committee who have not served 
heretofore that Mr. Behncke has 
appeared before the committee 
many times before and he has 
always been very helpful and 
constructive in the suggestions 
which he has made with refer- 
ence to pending legislation be- 
fore the committee. 


|| indeed to have the benefit of his 
presence today, and the presence 
of those who accompany him, 
believing that they can give us 
real constructive help on this 
all-important question into 
which we are making inquiry, 





adding: “There is no longer the | 
The | 
fire hazard should by this time | 


ALPA’s appearance before the | 
Senate and House Committee | 
served to add impetus to a bill | 
for revival of the Independent | 
Air Safety Board introduced by | 
Senator Pat McCarran (D. Nev.) | 


line pilots, on January 15, 1947. | 


calling for the creation of an In- | 
|| dependent Air Safety Board, was | 
introduced in the House by Rep- | 
resentative Hinshaw on January | 


namely, the causes of accidents 
and how to remedy them.” 

JUDGE FRANK M. SWACK- 
ER, CHAIRMAN OF THE NA- 
ER, OF THE NATIONAL ME- 
DIATION BOARD, HEARING 
THE TWA ARBITRATION 
CASE: “The Board wants to re- 
ciprocate the thanks of the parties. 
We certainly had a most compe- 
tent presentation on both sides and 
I compliment you on the thor- 
oughness with which you have 
presented your case.” 

ANOTHER STATEMENT BY 
REPRESENTATIVE WOL- 
VERTON AT THE CLOSING 
OF THE TESTIMONY AT THE 
CONGRESSIONAL HEARING 
ON AIR SAFETY: “Mr. 
Behncke, we thank you for this 
very fine statement, and the con- 
structive views that you have ex- 
pressed to the Committee, which 
is characteristic of what your 
appearance before this Commit- 
tee has always been.” 











was in the position of judging the 
adequacy of its own supervision 
of and aids to the safety of civil 
flying. 

| President Roosevelt denounced | 
| ALPA for sending a “‘pilot’s lob- | 
by” to Washington to oppose his 
reorganization plan before the 
Senate. Mr. Behncke picked up 
|the challenge by declaring that 
| the pilots were in fact conduct- 
;ing a “lobby to save lives.” 


| The reorganization plan lost in 
{the House of Representatives 
| but won in the Senate by a nar- | 
|row margin, wiping out the Air 
Safety Board. Accident investi- 
| gation became a function of the 
| Safety Bureau of the Civil Aero- Jj 
|nautics Board; again making the 
|government’s aircraft accident 
[investigators primarily respon- 
| sible to the agency which makes 
|the regulations governing flight 
safety—a situation which Sen- 
ator McCarran, the Air Line Pi- 
lots Association, and many oth- 
ers contend is unhealthy, un- | 
sound and a stumbling block in 
the path of the greatest possible 
degree of air safety. 











January Clears 


Decks for Action 
(Continued from Page 6, Col. 4) 





ALPA’s Engineering Depart- 
ment ended the month of Janu- 
ary with ALPA’s engineer, T. G. 
Linnert, returning to Chicago on 
January 31, 1947, from the CAB 
hearing in New York on the 
TWA Shannon, Ireland, crash. 

January was a_ significant 
month in Association activities, 
for it cleared the deck for action 
in 1947 and left the way open 
for a return to normalcy and a 
forging-ahead of the Air Line 
Pilots Association which had 
been impossible during five tur- 
bulent years of war and a sixth 
year of even more turbulent re- 
conversion and transition. 

On February 18, the Ninth 
Convention of the Air Line 
Pilots Association will convene 
in Chicago. It is predicted that 
this Ninth Convention will make 
history in accomplishments and 
building for the future of the 
air line pilots’ representing or- 
ganization far above and beyond 
anything that has happened 
theretofore at any ALPA con- 
vention. The February issue of 
the AIR LINE PILOT will tell 
an interesting convention story. 
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